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Survey on Motifs and Inscriptions of Coins and rock reliefs of Shapur |

Katayoun Fekripour, Scientific Staff of Faculty of Linguistic, Inscriptions and Texts, Research Institute of
Cultural Heritage and Tourism (RICHT)

Abstract

Coins and rock reliefs are the most important elements of a nation's culture and beliefs. Shapur I ordered
five-rock reliefs to propagate and celebrate his victory over the Romans, and in the inscription of the Ka'ba
of Zardusht, he describes the events. From the text of the inscriptions, one can guess the people of rock
reliefs. With the discovery of a gold coin from Shapur I with a different motif from his usual coins and
according to the coin's inscription, we conclude that on the occasion of defeating the Roman Valerian, he
ordered to engrave the inscriptions, and also minted the gold coin.

This study intends to compare the motifs in the reliefs and coins of the Shapur I and show the differences
or similarities of the image of Shapur and also answer the question of why the phrase "king of Iran and non-
Iran" which appears in the inscriptions of Shapur not seen on his coins? The research is historical-analytical
and the collection of materials is done by the library method.

Keywords: Shapur I, rock relief, coin, inscription
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