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Abstract

Inscriptions are original and first-hand written documents and sources in historical research and valuable treasures
that are engraved on stones and other materials such as brick, wood, tile, and plaster, and they provide researchers
with significant information in the field of history and culture. They are used as complementary sources of histor-
ical information. The main aim of the present research is the study of the stone edicts issued by Shah Abbas I of
Safavid to the Shiites of Ardestan, Natanz, Kashan, Semnan, Isfahan, Tuysarkan, Estrabad, Kerman, Damavand,
Khar and Firouzkoh, Anjadan, Asadabad, Hamedan, with the theme of tax reduction for one month in Ramadan,
during the years 1022 to 1039 AH. The said stone edicts were installed in the Jame mosques of the aforemen-
tioned cities.

This article aims at explaining the role of stone edicts in the promotion and propagation of the Twelver Shia
religion in the mentioned cities. The research method in the present research is descriptive-analytical. It is per-
formed both in field and library methods. The finding of the research shows that these stone edicts were issued
by Shah Abbas I to achieve political and religious goals and for the welfare of the Shiites and it was a strategy for
confronting and uniting against the Sunnis at that time. The edicts are in Farsi. The installation place of the in-
scriptions and their types are always mentioned in the edict texts. Some of these inscriptions have been destroyed
or lost due to some reasons, and some of them have been transferred to museums.
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